DOWN & DIRTY

Drilling Up?

MICHIGAN CONTRACTORS USE DIRECTIONAL DRILLS, VACUUM
EXCAVATORS TO HELP UPGRADE WI-FI SYSTEM AT FORD FIELD

BY CORY DELLENBACH

hen you have thousands
of fans using cellphones
and two football teams

using wireless devices, having reli-
able Wi-Fi is a must for any National
Football League stadium.

At Ford Field in Detroit, Michi-
gan, the service needed an upgrade.
The Detroit Lions organization and
Wi-Fi carrier Verizon went to work
on the system just as the 2016 season
was starting.

“We broke ground Sept. 19 with
a compressed schedule to get the bor-
ing done in between a couple of foot-
ball games,” says Shawn Johnson,
project manager for KLA Laborato-
ries, the primary contractor.

Crews from KLA and a subcon-
tractor, Underground Contractors
(UCI), wrapped up the first phase at
the end of September, using direc-
tional drills and vacuum excavators.
“It wasn’t your typical job,” says Kevin
Mecum, supervisor at UCIL. “T've been
doing directional drilling for a long
time and I've never done anything
like what this job required from the
machines. It was crazy.”

ONLY TWO OPTIONS

Heading into the job, crews had
to put on their thinking caps. There
is no access to the seating area from

Crewmembers from Michigan-based
Underground Contractors stand on
the stairway with a Subsite locator
tracking the location of the direc-
tional drill as it makes its way up to
the stairway.

below because it wasn’t built with a basement level.

The CAT6 lines were connected to Wi-Fi access points in handrails in the
seating area. “We had to figure out how to get the CAT6 lines from field level,
under the seats and up to the handrails,” Johnson says. “Directional boring

was really the only option.”

Crews had rejected saw-cutting of the stairways to get piping for the CAT6
lines into the desired locations as too costly, time-consuming and impractical.

PUSHING THE DRILLS

Crews were on a short time schedule and needed the holes for the CAT6
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Upgrading Wi-Fi at Ford Field in
Detroit, Michigan

KLA Laboratories, Underground Contractors,
National Fiber, Cougar Contracting

Ditch Witch JT9 directional drills;
Ditch Witch trailer vacuum excavator;
Subsite locators; concrete-cutting equipment

39 boreholes drilled to install CATé6 lines

under the seating area of Ford Field in
two weeks in between home games of
the Detroit Lions

lines drilled within two weeks, working around the home football games.
“Having the directional drills here was mission-critical to getting done on

time,” Johnson says.
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